Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (Original) A fastener assembly comprising: 

(a) a plastic fastener comprising, 

(i) a filament, 

(ii) a paddle at one end of said filament, and 

(iii) a cross-bar at the other end of said filament, and 

(b) identifying matter provided onto the paddle of said plastic fastener. 

2. (Currently Amended) The fastener assembly of claim 1 wherein the paddle includes a 
substantially flat top surface said identifying matter is in the fo r m of a label . 

3. (Currently Amended) The fastener assembly of claim 2 wherein said identifying matter is 
provided onto the substantially flat top surface of the paddle of said plastic fastener said label 
includ e s an image laye r which displays a ma r king . 

4. (Currently Amended) The fastener assembly of claim 3 2 wherein the top surface of the paddle 
is generally rectangular in shape label is retained bv the paddle of said plastic fastene r. 
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5. (Original) The fastener assembly of claim 1 wherein said identifying matter is printed onto the 
paddle of said plastic fastener. 

6. (Original) The fastener assembly of claim 5 wherein said identifying matter is in the form of 
a barcode. 

7. (Currently Amended) The fastener assembly of claim 5 wherein said identifying matter is in 
the form of an identification code a sequential identifie r. 

8. (Currently Amended) The fastener assembly of claim 7 wherein said identifying matter is in 
the form of a numeric identification code num er ical identifi e r . 

9. (Original) The fastener assembly of claim 5 wherein said identifying matter is in the form of 
a product identifier. 

10. (Original) The fastener assembly of claim 5 wherein said identifying matter is in the form of 
a company identifier. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The fastener assembly of claim 5 i wherein said identifying matter is 
printed onto the paddle of said plastic fastener using an inkjet printer paddle is shaped to display 
said identifying matter . 
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12. (Currently Amended) A fastener assembly su pply of fastener stock, said supply of fastener 
stock comprising a plurality of interconnected fastener assemblies, each fastener assembly 
comprising: 

(a) a label, and 

{a} fb) a plastic fastener adapted to display said label, said fastener comprising, 

(i) a filament, 

(ii) a paddle at one end of said filament, and 

(iii) a cross-bar at the other end of said filamen t, and 

(b) identifying matter printed onto the paddle of said plastic fastener . 

13. (Currently Amended) The fastener assembly as claimed in claim 12 wherein the cross-bars 
of successive fastener assemblies are connected together bv a severable connector paddle of said 
fastener is adapted to display said label . 

14. (Currently Amended) The fastener assembly as claimed in claim 12 wherein said label 
includes an image layer which displays a marking the paddles of successive fastener assemblies 
are connected together bv at least one severable connector . 

15. (Currently Amended) The fastener assembly as claimed in claim 12 further comprising a 
molding strip, the paddle for each fastener assembly being connected to the molding strip by a 
severable connector whe r ein said label is r etained hy the paddle of sa i d fasten e r 
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16. (Currently Amended) The fastener assembly as claimed in claim 12 wherein said identifying 
matter is in the form of a barcode label is secured to the paddle of said fastene r using an adhesive . 

17. (Currently Amended) The fastener assembly as claimed in claim 12 wherein said identifying 
matter is in the form of an identification code 1 6 wherein said label is secured to the paddle of 
said fastener using a pressure-sensitive adhesive . 

18. (Currently Amended) The fastener assembly as claimed in claim 17 wherein said identifying 
matter is in the form of a unique identification code 12 whe r ein the paddle of said fastene r is 
insert molded around at least a portion of said label . 

19. (Currently Amended) The fastener assembly as claimed in claim 18 wherein the identifying 
matter is in the form of a unique numeric identification code paddle of said fastene r is insert 
mold e d enti r ely around said label . 

20. (Withdrawn) A method of manufacturing a fastener assembly, said method comprising the 
steps of: 

(a) molding a plastic fastener which comprises a filament, a paddle at one end of said 
filament, and a cross-bar at the other end of said filament, and 

(b) applying a label onto the paddle of said plastic fastener. 



21. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 20 wherein said molding step is performed using a 
continuous molding process. 
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22. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 20 wherein said applying step is performed using a 
pressure-sensitive labeling device. 

23. (Withdrawn) A method of manufacturing one or more fastener assemblies, each fastener 
assembly comprising a label and a fastener adapted to display said label, each fastener comprising 
a filament, a paddle at one end of said filament, and a cross-bar at the other end of said filament, 
said method comprising the steps of: 

(a) providing one or more labels, and 

(b) molding the paddle of a fastener at least partially around each of said one or more 

labels. 

24. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 23 wherein said molding step is performed using an insert 
molding process. 

25. (Withdrawn) A system for manufacturing one or more fastener assemblies, each fastener 
assembly comprising a label and a fastener adapted to display said label, each fastener comprising 
a filament, a paddle at one end of said filament, and a cross-bar at the other end of said filament, 
said system comprising: 

(a) a molding apparatus for molding one or more of said fasteners, and 

(b) a labeling device for applying a label onto each of said one or more of said fasteners. 

26. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 25 wherein said system is a continuous in-line system. 
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27. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 25 wherein said labeling device is a pressure-sensitive 
labeling device. 

28. (Withdrawn) A molding apparatus for manufacturing one or more fastener assemblies, each 
fastener assembly comprising a label and a fastener adapted to display said label, each fastener 
comprising a filament, a paddle at one end of said filament, and a cross-bar at the other end of 
said filament, said molding apparatus comprising: 

(a) a rotatable molding wheel having cavities in a peripheral surface thereof, 

(b) a label depositing device for inserting a label into selective cavities in said rotatable 
molding wheel, 

(c) a manifold for applying molten plastic material into the cavities in said rotatable 
molding wheel such that a layer of controlled film overlies said cavities, and 

(d) a knife for skiving the layer of controlled film overlying said cavities. 

29. (Withdrawn) A method of manufacturing a fastener assembly, said method comprising the 
steps of: 

(a) molding a plastic fastener which comprises a filament, a paddle at one end of said 
filament, and a cross-bar at the other end of said filament, and 

(b) printing identifying matter onto the paddle of said plastic fastener. 

30. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 29 wherein said printing step is performed using an inkjet 
printer. 
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31. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 29 wherein said identifying matter is printed onto the 
paddle in the form of a barcode. 

32. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 29 wherein said identifying matter is printed onto the 
paddle in the form of a sequential identifier. 

33. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 32 wherein said identifying matter is printed onto the 
paddle in the form of a numerical identifier. 

34. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 29 wherein said identifying matter is printed onto the 
paddle in the form of a product identifier. 

35. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 29 wherein said identifying matter is printed onto the 
paddle in the form of a company identifier. 

36. (Withdrawn) A plastic fastener comprising: 

(a) a filament, 

(b) a paddle at one end of said filament, and 

(c) a cross-bar at the other end of said filament, 

(d) wherein at least a portion of said paddle is shaped in the form of identifying matter. 

37. (Withdrawn) The plastic fastener of claim 36 wherein said paddle is shaped to include at least 
one cut-out for defining said identifying matter. 
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38. (Withdrawn) The plastic fastener of claim 37 wherein said at least one cut-out is non-circular 
in shape. 

39. (Withdrawn) The plastic fastener of claim 36 wherein said identifying matter is in the form 
of a product identifier. 

40. (Withdrawn) The plastic fastener of claim 36 wherein said identifying matter is in the form 
of a company identifier. 

41. (Withdrawn) A plastic fastener comprising: 

(a) a filament, 

(b) a paddle at one end of said filament, and 

(c) a cross-bar at the other end of said filament, 

(d) wherein said paddle is shaped to include at least one cut-out which defines an 
identifying matter. 

42. (Withdrawn) The plastic fastener of claim 41 wherein said identifying matter is in the form 
of a product identifier. 

43. (Withdrawn) The plastic fastener of claim 42 wherein said identifying matter is in the form 
of a company identifier. 
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44. (Withdrawn) A method of manufacturing a fastener assembly, said method comprising the 
steps of: 

(a) molding a plastic fastener which comprises a filament, a paddle at one end of said 
filament, and a cross-bar at the other end of said filament, and 

(b) forming at least one cut-out in said paddle, said at least one cut-out defining an 
identifying matter. 

45. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 44 wherein said forming step is performed using a 
stamping machine. 
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